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HELCOM Workshop on total uncertainty in input estimates 
Time: Monday 18 May 2015, 9:00-17:00 

Venue: Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences (SLU), Uppsala, Sweden 

The HELCOM Sixth Pollution Load Compilation (PLC-6) guidelines have a new reporting requirement which 

relates to uncertainty on national data sets. At the 46th meeting of the HELCOM Heads of Delegation, 

Sweden suggested the organizing of a workshop back-to-back with a meeting dealing with pollution load 

issues to discuss and secure a common approach to this reporting.  

This workshop aims to get an overview of different approaches used to estimate uncertainty on national 

pollution input datasets and to discuss how to ensure that a common approach is used for reporting PLC-6 

data. 

This workshop will be held back-to-back with a Workshop on transboundary input and retention on 19 May 

2015 and a meeting of the HELCOM Sixth Baltic Sea Pollution Load Compilation (PLC-6) Project on 20-21 

May 2015. All of the meetings will take place at SLU in Uppsala. 

Provisional Agenda 
9:00-9:15 Opening of the Workshop, background and aim of the workshop 

Lars Sonesten, SLU/SE 

Introduction round 

9:15-12:30 Keynote presentations and subsequent discussions 

 Sampling frequency and uncertainty: Examples from Norwegian case studies 
Per Stålnacke, Bioforsk/NO 

 Automatic water quality monitoring in Finland 

Sirkka Tattari, SYKE/FI 

 Analytical uncertainties and model output 

Anders Grimvall, HMI/SE 

 Comparisons of different modeling tools for nutrient source apportionment 
in the Mississippi 
Michelle McCracken, BNI/SE 

12:30-13:30 Lunch break 

13:30-16:30 Presentations and subsequent discussions 

 An uncertainty framework for marine indicator based on monitoring data: 
Variations in time, space and methodology 
Jacob Carstensen, DCE/DK 

 Uncertainties in water flow estimates 

Ida Westerberg, IVL/SE 

 The total uncertainty estimates on Danish riverine nutrient loads 

Søren Larsen, DCE/DK 

 General discussion 

16:30-17:00 Conclusions and closing of the workshop 



There will be coffee breaks during the morning and afternoon sessions. 

Some of the main questions that may be discussed during the workshop: 

- How can we ensure that the national uncertainty estimates are comparable? 

- Needs for further develop statistical tools for estimating uncertainty on national datasets  

- What are the most important uncertainty component on national pollution data set?  

- How can we reduce uncertainty and bias in input data due to spatial variation and variation with 

time? 

- etc. 

 


